CalWORKs Benefit Model for a
Total Monthly Family of Three - (1 Adult and Two Children)

Benefit Value (Updated July 2011)
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California Department of Social Services Estimates Branch

CalWORKSs Benefit Model 2011

Background

The CalWORKSs benefit model shows the benefit package available to CalWORKs
families. A family of three, a parent with two minor children, is used as an example to
display their benefits from the following programs:

California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs)
CalFresh

Medi-Cal

CalWORKSs Child Care

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

Making Work Pay Credit

Child Tax Credit

Earned income changes the benefits of these programs. The model displays the
amount of the cash equivalent for each of the programs based on $100 increments of
monthly earnings ending at a maximum amount of $2,000.

The model consists of the following:

Bar charts displaying the values of the various benefits based on escalating
increments of $100 in the family’s gross earned income; and

Matrixes displaying the numeric values of these same benefits.

Data Source:

In constructing this model we have used the following data:

The CalWORKs grant is based upon the maximum aid payment (MAP) for a
family in Region 1 of California for FY 2011-12.

The value for Medi-Cal coverage ($156 per person) is based upon values
developed by the Fiscal Forecasting Bureau of the Department of Health
Services for FY 2010-11.

The value of subsidized CalWORKs child care of $1 425 for two children per
month is based upon cost estimates developed by the Estimates Branch of the
Department of Social Services for FY 2011-12.

EITC, Making Work Pay Credit and Child Tax Credits are displayed as monthly
amounts. However, most families that are eligible for EITC, Making Work Pay
Credit and Child Tax Credit receive them once a year as a lump sum payment
in their tax refunds.

Net earnings are earnings after Social Security, Medicare, and Federal income
tax deductions.



Monthly Benefit Values for a CalWORKs Family of 3
1 Aided Adult and 2 Aided Children

GROSS EARNED INCOME IN $100 INCREMENTS- State Fiscal Year 2011-12 MAP Level
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(Updated July 2011)
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