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India Republic Day
January 26, 2017

BACKGROUND
January 26 marks the 68th commemoration of India Republic Day, the day that the Constitution of India came into effect and India became an independent, self-governed state.  Republic Day is one of only three national holidays in India.

Indian nationalists established Republic Day in 1930, marking it by unfurling a tricolor flag and making a pledge to create a sovereign democratic republic of India, free from British rule.  India gained a form of independence in August 1947, although it did not yet have a constitution, the British Monarchy was still head of state, and India’s laws were still based on a modified version of the colonial Government of India Act 1935.  In November 1947 a draft constitution was submitted to India’s Constituent Assembly where it was debated and shaped for over two years, finally becoming law on January 26, 1950.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today Republic Day is a celebration of unity in India, marked with massive parades of marching bands, military equipment, floats, performers, and much more.  According to the website Know India, one of the main goals of Republic Day is to “pay tribute to the martyrs who have sacrificed their lives for the country and to confer bravery awards on military persons, citizenry and children for showing courage in the face of adversity.”

The California Senate commemorated India Republic Day in 2016 with Senate Constitutional Resolution 91 (Mendoza).

RESOURCES
Know India – Republic Day Celebration
SCR 91 (Mendoza)
The Atlantic – photo spread of the 2016 Republic Day parade in New Delhi
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