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International Holocaust Remembrance Day
January 27, 2017

BACKGROUND
The United Nations established January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance Day to remember Holocaust survivors and victims and to support Holocaust educational programs.  

USA Today notes that this day has taken place each year since 2005 and “falls on the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp in Poland by the Russian army in 1945.”  January 27, 2017 marks the 72nd anniversary of that liberation.  According to the United State Holocaust Memorial Museum, “On January 27, 1945, the Soviet army entered Auschwitz, Birkenau, and Monowitz and liberated around 7,000 prisoners, most of whom were ill and dying.”  

During the 2015-16 legislative session, the California State Senate passed SR 10 to commemorate the liberation of Auschwitz and mourn “the loss of six million Jewish people in the Holocaust.”

RESOURCES
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum – Day of Liberation

Senate Resolution 10 (Stone, 2015)

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
· Holocaust Timeline with pictures
· Identification Cards
· Introduction to the Holocaust
· Mosaic of Victims: An Overview
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