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Lunar New Year  
2017 Year of the Rooster

BACKGROUND
Lunar New Year, also known as the “Spring Festival,” is the most important holiday celebrated in Asian culture.  In 2017 the Lunar New Year begins on Saturday, January 28, and it inaugurates the Year of the Rooster.  Festivities are typically celebrated for two weeks and include parties, parades, fireworks and feasting.

During the Lunar New Year celebration, families prepare their homes to ring in the festivities with families, friends and associates.  Parents and grandparents will offer red envelopes containing a small amount of money to their children and grandchildren, and sometimes to friends, as New Year gifts.  Red is the color of good luck, and the gifting of money in a red envelope symbolizes a wish for good health and prosperity in the New Year.

During the Lunar New Year, appropriate greeting phrases in several key languages are “Gong Xi Fa Cai” (Mandarin), “Gong Hey Fat Choy” (Cantonese), and “Chúc mừng năm mới” (Vietnamese).

According to Asia Matters for America, Asians and Asian-Americans make up nearly 15 percent of California’s population, with cities and counties such as San Francisco, San Jose, Sacramento, Los Angeles, Orange County and San Diego having large concentrations of Asian and Asian-American residents.

RESOURCES
· Asia for Educators – The Lunar New Year: Rituals and Legends
· Asia Matters for America – California and Asia: Highlights
· National Geographic – “Gung Hay Fat Choy!” 

A wide variety of Lunar New Year events are scheduled in communities throughout the state.  Below is a brief listing of some events compiled by Jacqui Nguyen, director of Asian Pacific-American outreach for Senate Republicans.  Please contact her directly for more information:  Jacqui.Nguyen@sen.ca.gov or (mobile) 858-999-7706. 

Fresno
Fresno Chinese New Year Parade and Festival 
March 2017 (actual date TBD)
https://www.everfest.com/e/fresno-chinese-new-year-parade-and-festival-fresno-ca

Orange County
The Union of Vietnamese Student Association of California 
Tet Festival
January 27-29, 2017
Orange County Fair & Event Center in Costa Mesa, CA
http://tetfestival.org/visitor-info/

Sacramento
The Greater Sacramento Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce and the Vietnamese American Community of Sacramento will host back-to-back lunar festivities. 
January 28-29, February 4-5, 2017
http://www.gsvacc.org/

Chinese New Year Cultural Association 
Saturday, February 18, 2017
Hiram Johnson High School 
http://cnyca.net/php/

San Diego
Vietnamese American Youth Association
San Diego Tet Festival
January 27-29, 2017
Mira Mesa Community Park 
http://www.sdtet.com/

Lunar New Year Festival 
Little Saigon San Diego Foundation 
January 20-22, 2017
Qualcomm Stadium 
http://lunarnewyearfestival.org/about/

SOCIAL MEDIA SHARE
      

[bookmark: _GoBack]    
1

image1.png
0] 1/

YEAR OF THE ROOSTER




image2.png
CHUC MUNG NAM MO
2017

YEAR OF THE ROOSTER




image3.png
HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR

Pladli




image4.png
CHUC MUNG NAM MO

Pladli




image5.png
The Year
Of Rooster





image6.png
The Year
Of Rooster





image7.jpg
SENATE \REPUBLICANS




