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BACKGROUND
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) was a Baptist minister, a social activist, a leader in our nation’s Civil Rights Movement, a husband and father, an advocate for non-violence, a revered African-American leader, an inspiring orator and a Nobel Prize awardee.  Tragically, on April 4th, 1968, he became the victim of an assassin.

We honor Dr. King’s legacy during the third Monday of January every year, which will take place on January 16th this year.  It is a time for us as a nation to reflect on where we have been and where we are going, what this nation represents and what it can be.  

In the 2015-16 legislative session, the Senate passed SR 53 to honor Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, and opened the resolution by recognizing “his famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech.’”  In that August 28, 1963 speech, Dr. King said, “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”

According to MLKDay.gov, Congress designated this “holiday as a national day of service” in 1994.  The day provides an opportunity for people of all ages and backgrounds to come together and strengthen their communities by helping others and providing needed services.  One of the key initiatives of the MLK Day of Service Project is to encourage people to volunteer throughout the year.

RESOURCES
California State Senate 
· SR 53 (Hall, 2016)

MLK Day of Service
· About – Background, resources, more
· Fact sheet

The King Center
· About Dr. King
· “Let Freedom Ring: Choose Nonviolence” Bell-Ringing Event Registry
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